Scientific progress
Going into the second half of the twentieth century, the strong US lead in applied science and technology was broadened to encompass many areas of theoretical science. These include nuclear physics, genetics, space exploration and the manipulation of light. 

One of the most spectacular achievements of the US science and technology has been the harnessing of nuclear energy. This achievement was based on scientific concepts, developed since the beginning of the twentieth century. The concepts were provided by scientists of many lands, but the scientific and technological effort needed to turn abstract ideas into the reality of fusion was provided into the United States during the early nineteen forties. 

Nuclear fusion is the generation of energy by splitting the nucleuses of certain atoms.

